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President Park Han Choon of Seoul Foreign Correspondents’ Club,
Journalists from the Foreign Press and Media,

Respectful Ambassadors,

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen!

It is indeed a great pleasure to meet you today. From my perspective as a presidential
candidate of the Millennium Democratic Party, this election is historically significant

for the reasons that [ am about to share with you.

First of all, this election is about determining whether or not Korea will eradicate the
corrupt old politics of the decades past, which caused divisiveness and conflicts among
our people, and move forward to a truly democratic and united nation.

Last month, in response to the overwhelming public demand, Mr. Chung Mong-joon of
the National Alliance 21 and myself formed a single candidacy for this presidential
election. I and Mr. Chung share the view that the first priority for the nation is to
achieve political reform that would put an end to the old politics, and the two of us
pledged to work closely together during this election.

“In treasuring the aspiration of our people to witness a new way of doing politics, I will
abide by principles in political process and walk the road of personal integrity to open
an era of national unity. Without unity in our society, our democracy and market
economy will become castles built on sand.




[ ' wish to call to your attention that, in this election, my campaign disavowed “money
politics”. T advocate “policy election,” i.e. an election campaign based on policy
competition. [ will not spend more campaign money than the limit set by law and make
full disclosure of its management. What my campaign is doing is truly revolutionary in

nature.

Second, this election is also about determining whether we can preserve and continue
economic reforms, implement fair trade and transparent business practices, and thereby
solidify a sound, market-oriented economic order in Korea, or retreat to the old
practices of collusion between government and business and government-controlled
business decisions.

When we establish an economic order based on transparent and fair business practices,
the competitiveness of our economy will be reinforced, and more people in this society
would share the benefits from the results. Such an economic order will create an

environment most suitable for foreign companies to do business in this country.

[, more than any other candidates in this election, have the vision and ability to bring
about these necessary changes. I have fought consistently against collusion between big
businesses and the government and against politics of regional antagonism, that has
been generally accepted as the rules of game in Korean politics. In the process, I have
consistently chosen to stand on the side of the common senses of ordinary citizens and
the causes of history. Time and again the choices I made have brought me harsh political
trials and tribulations, because they were fresh dissentions in the dominant stream of old
politics. However, it is for this very reason, the causes that [ have stood for, that our

people eventually realized that I made courageous decisions and are now supporting me.

There is no one among my close associates who has abused power or trampled down on
democracy. Instead, I am surrounded by people who have the idea and the will to build a

society that is worthy of this nation as the world’s 12th largest trading country.

If we fail to shed ourselves of the old ways of doing politics and business, our foreign
relations will also be distorted. The policies that I want to implement will ensure a
respectable position for Korea among the community of nations and enable us to play a

significant role in building world peace and common prosperity.




Third, this presidential election is about determining whether a peace regime would take
a root on the Korean peninsula in line with the new trend of the world history toward

democracy and market economy, or the confrontations of the past would re-emerge.

The peace process on the Korean peninsular must be strengthened, in the midst of the
rapidly changing international order following the September 11th terror attacks and
despite the crisis situation caused by North Korea’s nuclear weapons development
program. Again, [ do have the vision and ability to accomplish this.

Let me make it absolutely clear that Korea’s relations with the U.S. and other allies
must be further solidified. Especially, the United States is our ally that is indispensable
for the nation’s security. The Korea-U.S. alliance has provided security protection that
has been essential for Korea’s rapid economic growth. This alliance will continue to
play a central role in ending the North-South confrontation and promoting peaceful
coexistence of the two sides.

The Korea-U.S. alliance that has worked well for five decades has to reflect the
changing of times in the post-Cold War era towards a more balanced relationship on an
equal footing. Such adjustment, in my opinion, will advance the alliance between our

two countries to a stronger and more stable one.

While [ am on this important issue, let me make an announcement today. If I am elected
President, my priority will be to meet President Bush to discuss ways to solidify the
bilateral alliance and to resolve the problem related to North Korea’s nuclear issues.

It is clear that development of nuclear weapons by North Korea violates provisions of
several international covenants, including the Geneva Agreed Framework and the

North-South Joint Declaration on nuclear weapons.

Let me take this opportunity today to call it to the attention of the North Korean
leadership that nuclear and other types of weapons of mass destruction will not provide
national security for the North.

There is no doubt that North Korea should immediately cease all nuclear weapons
development program. By doing so, North Korea will restore credibility in the

international community and emerge out of the diplomatic and economic isolation.




Having said that, let me point out that we should not resort only to confrontational, hard
line pressure tactics to solve North Korea’s nuclear problem. We should also make
North Korea feel safe in terms of its national security and apply other measures to
encourage the North to give up the nuclear development program. This approach, in my

judgment, will lead towards peaceful resolution of the nuclear problem in the North.
Now, [ want to address my vision concerning the peace and prosperity in Northeast Asia.

If elected, I will pursue a series of measures to promote close relations with the nations
in and around Northeast Asia, a region which has an infinite potential for future
development. A close economic cooperation among the nations in this region will not
only bring about economic prosperity, but also help improve security and peace in the
Korean peninsula.

When the inter-Korean relations improve and peace is firmly rooted in the Korean
peninsular, Korea will emerge as an attractive place to invest, and foreign businesses

can share the results as partners for the common prosperity in Northeast Asia.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Korean people want change and want it now. The currents for changes are surging
from the grass roots of the Korean society and I represent such currents.

[ am going to win in this presidential election by a new and clean campaign, and give
hopes to the people and secure a new leadership role for Korea in the international
society.

Ladies and Gentlemen from the media:

Let me conclude my remarks today by thanking you for the pivotal role that you and
your collogues have played as guardians for the Korean democracy when we were
struggling against military dictatorship in this country. We have come a long way and

there still is a long journey ahead of us.

Korea, today, is facing a new challenge. We are at the cross road of changes. In this new



setting, we need your support in heralding the coming of new era with new leader.

Thank you for your attention.
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